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‘Upcycling Textiles: Adding Value Through Design’

Symposium, Chelsea College of Art and Design, Friday July 18th 2008

Welcome and Introduction – ‘Upcycling’ (15 minutes) 

Rebecca Earley will introduce the program for the day, explaining the context, aims and objectives for this symposium. She will talk about ‘upcycling’ and what this means to textiles and fashion in the UK, exploring the textile ‘hierarchy of recycling’.

Key Note Speech (25 minutes)
Professor Marie O’Mahony will talk about textiles upcycling in an international context, looking at case studies such as Louisa Cervese, and will discuss scales of production considering both craft and commercial applications.
Session 1 –  A Who’s Who in UK Textiles Upcycling (60 minutes)

This Pecha Kucha session is designed to be a fast and stylish way to gain a comprehensive overview of current activity in the UK at the craft / SME level. The designers presenting (or having their work profiled during the ‘Friends of TED’ presentation) all currently make their living from recycling textiles in one way or another. They also span the fields of fashion, textiles, and interiors. The designers include: Orsola De Castro, (From Somewhere), Emmeline Child, (Emmeline 4 RE), Annika Sanders (Junky Styling), Barley Massey (Fabrications), Lucy Renshaw and Rebecca Earley (Friends of TED).

Session 2 – Strategies for Textile Upcycling (120 minutes, 4 x 25 minute presentations)

These presentations take a more in depth look at four of the approaches to creating upcycled textile products that have been researched during the Ever & Again project. Here a range of designers, artists, activists, and researchers have been invited to create case studies for this session.

Upcycling and Ethical Production: Cyndi Rhoades will talk about Worn Again - giving new life to disused materials, such as prison blankets, scrap leather from cars, bicycle inner tubes and airline seat covers. Worn Again footwear and accessories was created in collaboration with eco-friendly shoe makers Terra Plana. 80% of the world's shoes are made in China, and Worn Again's first collection was put together at the Brilliant Footwear factory in Guangdong China.  Worn Again has now successfully moved the majority of production closer to home, producing at a small-scale family run factory in Portugal, moving the company closer to its mission to create a more sustainable supply chain without breaking the bank.
Upcycling and New Technologies: Kate Goldsworthy is a textiles designer and researcher who is in the last stages of her PhD research project, titled ‘Material Re-creation: the forward design of thermoplastic waste into ‘interim’ textile products’, which explores the role of new manufacturing processes and digital technologies in creating innovative solutions for recycling synthetic materials. She will talk about the technologies that could potentially change the way we recycle our textile waste, and how the designer is absolutely key to this process of collaborative design thinking and enterprise.
Upcycling and Systems / Services Design: Amy Twigger Holroyd started her sustainable fashion journey when rising levels of consumption and an interest in ‘slowness’ led her to wonder about the effectiveness of contemporary ‘eco’ solutions. Could recycling, despite its good intentions, offer business an excuse for obsolescence? The concept of sufficiency encourages us to go beyond materials to question the wider system in which we buy, use and dispose of our possessions. Through Keep & Share, Amy has chosen to concentrate on this broader issue, exploring ways to extend the ‘psychological lifespan’ of clothing. Although her strategy has much to do with the item itself – choice of materials, methods of construction, and design to transcend passing trends – immaterial factors are also of great importance. The experience of acquiring and using an item, and the story behind it, are key to long life. Thus, Amy’s practice involves ‘designing’ systems, services and emotions. Her latest project offers a different sustainable business model, based on an efficient closed-loop system of reuse. Riot & Return is a children’s clothes library which loans out beautifully crafted items to parents who pay a monthly subscription and exchange items as their child grows. Each piece will be lent out again and again: renewed, as required, by mending and overprinting. As the ‘newness’ of an item fades, it will be replaced by a priceless sense of past adventures. 

Upcycling and Long Life Design: Dr Emma Neuberg is an artist and designer who is known for her enlightened and radical approach to plastics, treating them with a variety of techniques and treatments to create items that appear more like vintage silks than carrier bags. Here she explains why we should totally rethink the way we use plastics, and always consider ‘appropriateness’ when selecting materials.
The 60-minute lunch break will allow attendees to take their ‘Leon’ picnic bag and limited edition Mapkin to explore the local beauty spots. A special private viewing the Texprint exhibition has also been arranged, and this show is situated in the Triangle Gallery in Chelsea’s Millbank campus. www.texprint.org.uk 

Session 3 – Combining the Strategies (45 minutes)
Rebecca Earley will present the ‘Ever & Again: Rethinking Recycled Textiles’ project, which is a three-year research project that began in 2005, and is funded by the AHRC. The project has investigated cutting edge textiles recycling, looking to textile design practitioners to propose significant change through the creation of high quality artefacts using contemporary eco-design theory; specifically exploring ideas about the use of new engineering technologies; long life / short life textiles; ethical production; and systems / services. These concepts had been explored via an adapted action research methodology with cycles of team workshops and periods of personal reflection.
Session 4 - Designer / Industry Interface (90 minutes)

Dr. Jo Heeley will chair this important panel / audience discussion with the symposium designers and 

industry guests, focussing on the commercial potential and inherent problems for upcycling in the UK. 

Members of the audience will be asked to contribute to Q&A and brainstorming sessions.

Concluding Comments (10 minutes) 

Professor Kay Politowicz (TED) will offer concluding comments and sum up the sessions, offering ideas for future action, and inviting the symposium attendees to get involved with a range of future projects and activities.

The day will end with a networking and drinks event in the wooden panelled Red Room, overlooking the river Thames, (5 – 7pm).
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